Paper Assignment 

Instructions: You are to compose a 10-20 page, double-spaced paper for consideration in student paper competitions sponsored by the National Communication Association, the International Communication Association, or the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication.

Important Note: Please make enough copies of your paper for each student in the class. Each student is required to read every paper for seminar discussion and revision suggestions. On the day the paper is due, the instructor will inform you when your paper will be scheduled for discussion. You are responsible for incorporating useful suggestions from the instructor and seminar participants into a final draft.
Grading: The first draft of your paper is worth a maximum 250 points. The final draft of your paper is worth a maximum 250 points.
Writing Tips

1. Is the topic of your paper appropriate for the intended association competition? If not, keep reading accepted papers online and revise accordingly.

2. Does the title of your paper constitute a contract with the reader, clearly conveying a sense of the material to come? If not, create such title. 
3. Does the introduction (first 150-250 words) play off the title? Present a communication issue to be resolved, or intriguing situation to capture the external reviewers’ interest? If not, isolate where in the manuscript you focus on such a problem, issue or situation and revise so that it is highlighted from the start of your piece.

4. Is the theme (what you are really trying to convey) evident and developed throughout the draft? If not, mark specific passages in your draft where a thematic statement might be inserted.

5. Is the piece structured appropriately (clear statement of purpose, research questions, literature review, methodology, findings, discussion, and conclusion) so that the external reviewers understand the intent of your piece from the very start and can follow it easily to conclusion? If not, mark passages where such grounding can be added and revise accordingly.

6. Use three adjectives to describe the voice you hear on the page when you read your paper aloud. Are those tones appropriate for the topic? If not, suggest other tones and revise your manuscript.

7. Circle facts, quotations, citations, or other evidence of research in your draft. Is the amount of research appropriate for the topic? the audience? If not, revise the draft so it is __less __more so.
8. If you are using footnotes, have you recorded them accurately per the style of your intended competition—American Psychological Association for the NCA and ICA and Chicago Manual of Style for AEJMC?  

9. If you use online sources for your citations, please print a paper copy of that Web site for your files and test your link before handing in your assignment, as online citations often have a half-life and vanish from the Internet—a serious scholarly concern.
10. Does your discussion or conclusion section contain a substantial truth that the reader can track from the very start through theme statements? If not, what kind of message should you leave the audience with? Revise accordingly, paying attention to theme statements and how they yield (or fail to yield) a substantive conclusion.

Final Checks: Have you done: A fact check? A spelling check? A grammar check?  

