Sample Multiple Choice Exam

     In large-class settings, you will have to resort to multiple-choice exams to facilitate computer grading. Multiple-choice questions should emphasize key concepts, definitions and/or tools and be as challenging as essay-based questions. Typically each question is worth 10-20 points in a midterm or final exam, unless otherwise noted. Here is a selection in a number of multiple-choice formats covering every chapter in Interpersonal Divide, with an answer key following the last question:  

 1. Worth 5 points each. Although the circumstances of digital displacement vary, all such scenarios will have certain factors in common. Put a check mark to the left of the factor (A-J below) if it is one of the five associated with this concept:

Answer:

A. _____Alignment of role and identity.

B. _____Blurring of work-home boundaries.

C. _____ Influence on drive and ambition. 

D. _____Harmony of environments, virtual and real.

E. _____Influence on values and priorities.  

F. _____Clash of environments, virtual and real.

G. _____Blurring of role and identity.

H. ______Delineation of work-home boundaries. 

I. _____Impact of all the correct factors above on relationships.

J. _____Impact of none of the above factors on relationships.
2. Define conscience and consciousness from the statements below (A,B,C,D): 

A. Conscience is the inner knowing of right and wrong, and consciousness is the awareness of how our actions impact others.

B. Conscience is the inner knowing of good and bad, and consciousness is the awareness of how others’ actions impact our own.

C. Conscience is the inner knowing of right and wrong, and consciousness is the awareness of how others’ actions impact our own.

D. Conscience is the inner knowing of good and bad, and consciousness is the awareness of how our actions impact others.
3.  Worth 5 points each. Put a checkmark next to each statement (A-F below) that also is one of the three requirements of consciousness. 

A. _____That we foresee the impact of our actions before taking them. 

B. _____That we assess consequences of past actions to make informed 

   choices in the future.
C. _____That we accept consequences when the outcome is good and 

    disregard them with the outcome is bad. 

D. _____That we see the world as it actually is rather than how we would 

   like it to be.  

E. _____That we take action first and then assess outcomes later.

F. _____That we see the world as it we would like it to be to enjoy peace 

   of mind.

4.  From the list below (A,B,C,D), pick the answer that best describes the main media effect of TV news? 
A. Television news increases perception of geographical distance.

B. Television news decreases perception of geographical distance.

C. Television news increases interest in distant geographical regions.

D. Television news decreases interest in distant geographical regions.
5. Choose the phrase (A,B,C,D,E) that best completes this sentence: The “optimum level of fear” is achieved from a marketing perspective when …

A. consumers opt to purchase a product or service to offset negative consequences.  

B. consumers opt to postpone purchase of a product or service in fear of negative consequences.

C. consumers lose the fear of purchasing a product or service, despite negative consequences.

D. consumers opt to purchase a product or service to offset positive consequences.  
6. Which statement below (A,B,C,D) defines peace from an interpersonal perspective. 

A. A state of consciousness that overlooks the thoughts, words, and deeds of others so we can focus on ourselves.  

B. An expansive knowing of how thoughts, words, and deeds affect others and ourselves.  

C. The wherewithal to meet challenges effectively by interacting with others according to a set of firmly held beliefs.  

D. The wherewithal to circumvent challenges by interacting with others according to their set of firmly held beliefs.  

7. Choose the phrase (A,B,C,D,E) that best defines the term “synderesis” as applied by ancient Greek philosophers. 

A. Associated with the conscience, synderesis is the divine spark that ignites an innate understanding of ethics.  

B. Associated with consciousness, synderesis is the divine spark that ignites an innate understanding of ethics.  

C. Associated with the conscience, synderesis is the divine spark that ignites an awareness of the world and our actions in it.  

D. Associated with the conscience, synderesis is the divine spark that ignites an awareness of the human condition.  
8. Worth 5 points each. Below you will find a list of “habits” (A-N). Put a check mark to the left of the habit if it is one of the seven habits associated with people who overconsume media:

A. _____Assuming you own a lie after you tell it.

B. _____Assuming you have two options: to lie or tell the truth.  

C. _____Telling practical jokes in public places. 

D. _____Not counting or cutting your gains.

E. _____Not counting or cutting your losses.  

F. _____Coveting what you lack and losing what you have.  

G. _____Doing unto others as they would do unto you.

H. _____Asking permission instead of forgiveness.

I. _____Defending your motives, damning others’ as self-serving.
J. _____Defending the motives of others and damning your own as self-
  
   serving.  
K. _____Living each night as if it were your last. 

L. _____Guessing at motive but acting on it as if it were truth. 

M. _____Simplifying the cause of solutions so as to give credit when due. 

N. _____Simplifying the cause of problems so as to place blame.  

9. All formats of communication, from a letter to a cell phone, accomplish one mystifying feat. Select the statement that best describes that feat from the examples below (A,B,C,D):

A. Communication enhances relationships by bringing people closer.

B. Communication improves the economy by creating a demand.

C. Communication maintains habitat by extending biological laws.

D. Communication alters habitat by defying physical laws.

10. Fill in the correct word (A,B,C,D,E):  Modern media history begins with __________.

A. television. 
B. brand marketing

C. electricity. 

D. superconductivity
E. transatlantic cable

11. The invention of which three devices (A,B,C,D) literally transformed society and the American landscape:

A. telegraph, telephone, and radio. 

B. wire service, radio, television.

C. radio, television, cable.

D. television, cable, satellite.

12. Finish the following sentence (A,B,C,D below) so that it accurately conveys a key concept, in accordance with media history: Magazines had a geographic advantage over newspapers because …
A. they could be delivered regionally due to a monthly deadline.

B. they were bound to local economies and could rely on regular subscriptions.

C. they were not bound to local economies and could sell national brands.

D. they were published in New York City and could disseminate national news.

13. Which medium (A,B,C,D) first sparked these quandaries impacting us yet today: influence on electorate, acquisition of multiple outlets, focus on profit:

A. cable television
  
B. radio

C. cameras
  
D. home computers

14. Which media (A,B,C,D) helped establish mass marketing because they could target segments of the audience rather than geographic areas of distribution:

A. magazines and radio

B. radio and newspapers


C. newspapers and radio


D. newspapers and television 

15. Finish this sentence using a phrase below (A,B,C,D) so that it accurately represents a key concept in keeping with the interpersonal divide:  The blurring of identity occurs when technology …

A. exceeds the average household income.  

B. extends the range of the human senses.

C. markets goods and services according to perceived need.

D. places an individual in two or more places at once.

16. Finish this sentence using a phrase below (A,B,C,D,E) so that it accurately represents a key concept in keeping with the interpersonal divide:  The real domino effect—the one that should command our attention—typically occurs with …
A. imperialist governments.

B. state-controlled media.

C. political revolution.

D. military intervention.

E. technological change.  

17. Which historical figure (A,B,C,D,E) used media to prove that truth was greater than authority:

A. Martin Luther

B. Martin Luther King

C. Johannes Guttenberg

D. Guglielmo Marconi 

E. Samuel Morse

18. When Marshall McLuhan spoke of “a global village,” he was referring to what medium (A,B,C.D,E):

A. telephony

B. telegraph 

C. television

D. telephone

E. teleconference

19. When Marshall McLuhan proclaimed “the medium is the message,” he was referring to what effect (A,B,C,D)?:

A. a new environment created by the medium.

B. a new industry created by the medium.

C. a new interpretation of content

D. a new application of the medium.

20. Worth 5 points each. When the medium becomes the message, how does that impact content or information? Put a check mark to the left of four correct responses:

 
Answer:

A. _____Content distorts the medium, making information unreliable.  

B. _____The medium actively helps determine meaning.

C. ______Information becomes timelier when delivered to audience. 

D. _____The medium generates different knowledge than the content of a 
    message.
E. _____Each medium produces a distinct view of reality.

F. ______Content of the message undermines the medium. 

G. _____Media systems create their own cultures.

H. _____Information is distributed to ever-widening audiences.

21. Worth 5 points each. Below you will find definitions for concepts on how advertising is targeted at consumers (match words A, B, C). In the right column you will find definitions for these words. Place the letter (A, B, C) in the space to the left of the correct definition.


match words


definitions


A. manifest message
_____what the product really does and what 





          happens when we use it.

B. latent message

_____an obvious message that says “buy this 





          product.”


C. social message

_____a hidden message hinting how one’s life 





         will change if the product is purchased.

22. Worth 5 points each. Interpersonal Divide challenges readers to live “three dimensionally” (linearly, horizontally, deeply). Below you will find definitions for those concepts among other inaccurate definitions. Put a check mark to the left of each correct definition below:

A. _____“linearly, in the time spent interacting meaningfully with those 

     who will return the same level of mindfulness.”
B. _____ “linearly, in the time spent interacting meaningfully with others 

    in community, from clerks at the checkout counter to VIPs at the 

    country club.”
C. _____”horizontally, in valued relationships that transcend race, sex and 

    class, acknowledging the insights of others across a broad social 

    spectrum.”
D. _____”horizontally, in valued relationships that cluster us with our own 
    racial, sexual, and social class demographics.”

E. _____”deeply, in contributions made to community through those 

    interactions and relationships.”
F. _____”deeply, in contributions made to community through symbiotic 

    and demographic relationships.”

23. Worth 5 points each. Interpersonal Divide posits that idolaters live two-dimensionally (flatly and episodically) in disharmony with others and measure the quality of their world according to benchmarks associated with media and technology. Below you will find definitions for flat and episodic living among other inaccurate definitions. Put a check mark to the left of each correct definition below:
A. _____ flatly, characterizing others as worthy or unworthy, based on 

    their race, class, religion, culture, politic, or belief.
B. _____ flatly, gauging the quality of life based on choices made  
   
 
     independent of outcomes past incidents. 
C. _____episodically, characterizing others as worthy or unworthy, based 

    on their values regardless of race, class, religion, culture, politic,   
    or belief.

D. _____ episodically, gauging the quality of life based on outcomes of 

     incidents  or reacting to others based on past incidents taken out 
    of context. 
24. Worth 5 points each. The way to “repatriate to the village,” or become mindful of the value of community, is to base one’s life on two philosophical tenets: examination and moderation. Below you will find statements on both concepts. Put a check mark to the left of the two statements that accurately describe those concepts:
A. _____ Seek moderation in all things, Aristotle advised.
B. _____ The unexamined life is not worth living, according to Socrates.
C. _____Seek moderation in some but not all things, Socrates advised.
D. _____ The examined life is not worth living, according to Aristotle.
25. Worth 5 points each. Interpersonal Divide acknowledges that no set of personal values will work for all people. However, the text does recommend that enduring values possess certain commonalities. Below you will find a list of commonalities.  Put a check mark to the left of the four correct commonalities (A-H below) as indicated in your text:

A. _____Personally edifying  
B. _____Culturally inclusive  
C. _____Culturally exclusive 

D. _____Relatively focused 
E. _____Morally focused
F. _____Socially beneficial
G. _____Personally off-putting
H. _____Politically edifying  

Note: For an answer key, email Michael Bugeja at bugeja@iastate.edu
